
Guided Independent Learning  

can help me become a more independent learner. 

 

 

 

Learner 

Dependent learners 
 

  
Independent learners 

 

always rely on the 

teacher 

 
 

  

can continue to learn on 

their own 

 

cannot make decisions 

about their learning 

 
 

  

can make good 

decisions about their 

learning 

 

do not know their 

strengths and 

weaknesses 
 

  

know their strengths 

and weaknesses 

 

do not connect 

classroom learning 

with the real world 
 

  

connect classroom 

learning with the real 

world 

 

think that only the 

teacher is responsible 

for their learning 
 

  

can take responsibility 

for their own learning  

 

do not know the best 

way/s to learn 

something 
 

  

know about different 

strategies for learning 

and use them 
 

 

do not set goals or 

plan learning 

 

 

  

plan their learning and 

set goals 

 

 are motivated only by 

others, or focus only 

on end results/grades 

  

are self-motivated, and 

focus on making 

progress in learning 
 

 

do not reflect on how 

well they are learning 

or the reasons 
 

  

often reflect on the 

learning process, their 

own progress and the 

reasons 
 

Source: Adapted by DTH from http://ilearn.20m.com/research/zuinde.htm 
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